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 http://www.actfl.org/publication

s/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-

proficiency-guidelines-

2012/english/speaking 

 https://www.actfl.org/sites/defa

ult/files/pdfs/public/ACTFLProfici

encyGuidelines2012_FINAL.pdf

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/english/speaking
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/public/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines2012_FINAL.pdf


Interpersonal 

communication
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PP. 5-9



Novice Speakers:
Can use memorized words and phrases 

 Communicate short messages on familiar 

topics

 Isolated words, lists of words 

 Memorized phrases

 Personalized recombination of words or phrases

 Occasional short or incomplete sentences 

 Ask and respond to simple questions on highly 

predictable, everyday topics 
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Intermediate Speakers: 
Can create with the language at the 

sentence level

 Participate in simple, direct conversations

 Describe and narrate

 Ask and answer questions

 Handle basic, uncomplicated communication 

needed in daily life 

 Use discrete sentences and strings of sentences can 

use sentence connectors

4

DL Office



Advanced Speakers:
Can speak using paragraph-like discourse

 Full conversational partner

 Speaks with confidence

 Paragraph-like discourse

 Can narrate and describe in all time frames

 Can handle a situation with a complication
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Presentational 

Writing

PP. 12-14
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Novice writers:

 Characterized by the ability to produce lists and 

notes primarily by writing words and phrases

 Utilize limited formulaic language and short 

sentences on familiar topics related to everyday life

 Reproduce practiced material to convey the most 

simple messages

 Transcribe familiar words or phrases

 Copy letters of the alphabet or syllables/reproduce 

basic characters with some accuracy
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Intermediate writers:

 Create with the language and communicate simple 
facts and ideas in a series of loosely connected 
sentences on topics of personal interest, social needs, 
and school experiences

 Write compositions and summaries (primarily in present 
time)

 Characterized by the ability to meet practical writing 
needs, e.g., simple messages and letters, requests for 
information, and notes

 Ask and respond to simple questions in writing

 Use basic vocabulary and structures to express meaning 
that is comprehensible to those accustomed to the 
writing of non-natives
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Advanced writers:

 Characterized by the ability to write on a variety of 
topics, narratives, descriptions, and summaries

 Can narrate and describe in the major time frames of 
past, present, and future, using paraphrasing and 
elaboration to provide clarity

 Can produce connected discourse in several 
paragraph-length and structure

 Show good control of the most frequently used structures 
and generic vocabulary, allowing them to be 
understood
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Interpretive 

Reading
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PP. 22-24



Novice Readers:
Can understand key words, cognates, and 

highly contextualized formulaic phrases 
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 Are able to get a limited amount of information 

from highly predictable texts 

 Are best able to understand a text when they are 

able to anticipate the information in the text



Intermediate Readers:
Can understand information in simple, 

predictable, loosely connected texts
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 Can most easily understand information if the 

format of the text is familiar

 Are able to understand texts that are not 

complex and have a predictable pattern of 

presentation



Advanced Readers:
Are able to demonstrate independence in  

reading subject matter that is new
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 Can understand the main idea and supporting 

details of authentic narrative and descriptive 

texts

 Are able to compensate for limitations in their 

lexical and structural knowledge by using 

contextual cues

 Are challenged by texts in which issues are 

treated abstractly



Interpretive 

Listening
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PP. 17-19



Novice Listeners:

Can recognize and begin to 

understand words and phrases
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 Understand key words, true aural cognates, and 

formulaic expressions that are highly contextualized 

and highly predictable e.g., introductions, basic 

courtesies

 Understand words and phrases from simple 

questions, statements, and high frequency 

commands

 Rely heavily on extra linguistic support to derive 

meaning

 Are most accurate when they are able to 

recognize speech that they can anticipate



Intermediate Listeners:
Can understand information in 

simple, sentence-length speech
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 Are able to  comprehend  one utterance at a time 

of highly contextualized messages, straightforward 

announcements, or simple instructions and 

directions

 Rely heavily on redundancy, restatement, 

paraphrasing, and contextualized clues

 Are able to comprehend messages found in highly 

familiar everyday contexts



Advanced Listeners:
Can understand the main ideas and most 

supporting details of connected discourse
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 Understand speech that is authentic and 

connected, straightforward and generally 

organized in a clear and predictable way

 Have sufficient knowledge of language structure 

to understand basic time-frame references

 Are able to compensate for limitations in their 

lexical and structural control of the language

 May also derive some meaning from oral texts at 

higher levels if they possess significant familiarity 

with the topic of context


